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Acts of Kindness 
 
Street-Level Kindness 
 
The statistics are sobering: in many Australian cities, nearly one in two people say they wouldn’t 
recognise their neighbours if they passed them in the street. In a world that is more connected 
than ever — and yet more individualised — it’s a quiet loss we don’t often talk about. 
 
And yet, when we do lean into neighbourly connection, something old and true comes alive. A 
relationship that isn’t loud or showy — but one that is symbiotic, thoughtful, and gently powerful. 
 
This past month, our family has been reminded again of how beautiful street-level kindness can 
be. We’ve shared homegrown pumpkins and been gifted sweet mandarins, picked straight from 
our neighbour’s tree. We’ve brought in bins — and had ours brought in, unasked and unnoticed 
until later. We’ve defrosted a neighbour’s windscreen on a cold morning and cleared a spider web 
from a car mirror. We’ve stopped for conversations that were only meant to be waves. We’ve 
opened each other’s gates, offered lifts to the station, and swapped stories over the fence. 
 
These are not grand gestures. But they are deeply human ones. They help us feel seen. They add 
softness to the edges of daily life. And they remind us that community begins exactly where we are 
— at the letterbox, the driveway, the footpath. 
 
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good put together that overwhelm 
the world.” 
— Desmond Tutu 
 
So here’s a gentle invitation for the week ahead: 
What small act of street-level kindness could you carry out for someone nearby? 
 
No need to wait for the perfect moment — just a small gesture, offered with care, might be more 
meaningful than you know. 
 
P.S. We found this thoughtful note in our letterbox today: "On Saturday 31st May, we’re hosting a 
birthday party in the house we’re renovating at [address]. At midnight, all guests will move inside, 
and the party will conclude by 1am. We’ll do our best to minimise any disruption. Please reach out 
if you have any concerns." Another small but meaningful act of respectful neighbourly 
communication — and we wish our neighbours four doors down a joyful celebration! 


